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Farmingville, NY – O n March 23, Supervisor Ed Romaine  delivered
his  fifth State  of the Town address  in the auditorium at Brookhaven
Town  Hall.  The  theme  of  the  address  was  “Building  on  Strength,
P rotec ting O ur Future, Moving Brookhaven Forward” and he delivered
an optimis tic  look at the great s trides  that have been made this  pas t
year, his  new initiatives  and the challenges  that face the Town in the
years  ahead.  Dec laring  that  the  “s tate  of  the  Town  is  good  and
getting better,” the Supervisor opened his  address  by acknowledging
the  efforts  of the  Town Board  and the  C ommiss ioners , Department
heads  and  employees  who  serve  the  res idents  of  the  Town  of
Brookhaven.

H ighlights  of Supervisor Romaine’s  State of the Town A ddress  inc lude:

Finances
The Supervisor noted that Brookhaven is  financ ially s trong and has  maintained its  A A A  bond rating, the highes t that
can be attained. The Town has  also experienced a surplus  for the third consecutive year (approximately $4 .5  million
in the Town-wide funds  and $2  million in the part-Town funds). This  s trong performance was  primarily due to:

• H igher revenue from inc reased home sales  and mortgage tax receipts ;
• Inc reased franchise agreements , landfill, planning, building and zoning revenues;
• Well managed employee compensation and benefits  that have saved almost $3 .5  million;
• P art Town H ighway Fund ending fis cal year 2016 with an es timated surplus  of $500,000;
• P ipeline Debt Reduc tion has  contributed to a $5  million inc rease in debt reserves; and
• A ll major operating funds  completed 2016 with better than planned financ ial performance.

Supervisor Romaine thanked the  members  of the  Town Board and commended their efforts  to keep expenses  down
and  save  taxpayer  dollars .  He  also  noted  that  s ince  taking  office,  his  budgets  have  complied  with  the  Town’s
spending, debt and tax rate caps  and assured taxpayers  that they will continue to receive their rebate check from the
State of New York.

Consolidation
Dec laring that the Town can “work smarter” to save taxpayer dollars , Supervisor Romaine outlined his  plan to explore
new  initiatives  with  local  munic ipalities  and  spec ial  dis tric ts  to  consolidate  services .  H is  efforts  have  been
recognized by New York State, resulting in a $50,000  award for P hase I  of the Munic ipal C onsolidation and E ffic iency
Grant to develop a plan to reduce property taxes . I f the plan is  accepted, the Town will be eligible to receive a $20
million grant to see it through.

U tility Rates  and Storm P reparedness  V oic ing concerns  about ris ing utility rates  on Long Is land, the Supervisor said
he will continue to monitor LIPA /PSEG and National Grid billing formats , their rates  and charges . He also challenged
the utility  companies  to develop long term programs  to bury  power lines  to make the  sys tem more  res ilient to  the
effec ts  of major coas tal s torms  like Super Storm Sandy.

Economic  Development  Supervisor  Romaine  announced  that  the  Town  has  experienced  its  greates t  economic
expans ion in the  las t  seven years , due  in great  part  to  the  many  new projec ts  that  are  now, or soon to  be, in the
cons truc tion s tage. Noting that companies  view Brookhaven as  “a place to relocate, s tay and expand” the Supervisor
s tated that over the pas t year, Brookhaven’s  Indus trial Development A gency and Local Development C orporation:

• C losed on 11  major economic  development projec ts , adding over 550 permanent and cons truc tion jobs
• Helped to retain 1200 jobs  in the Town
• Brought in approximately $257 million in private inves tment
• Has  14  projec ts  in process  with $344 million of potential inves tment and over 2000 jobs  retained or c reated



Land Use
Recognizing the  current trend from brick  and mortar to  online  retail, the  Town is  adjus ting its  zoning to  reflec t  the
change. O ur  zoning  codes  are  currently  being  adjus ted  to  prevent  overdevelopment  and  reduce  traffic  in  many
communities  by avoiding s trip shopping centers  and excess ive retail development.

• Land Use  P lans  and rezonings  have  been completed  along Route  25  from Ridge  to  C oram and Route  25A  from
Wading River to Mount Sinai
• Land Use P lans  are near completion for P ortion Road in Farmingville, Montauk H ighway in Eas tport, Eas t Moriches ,
C enter Moriches  and Moriches
• A  Land Use  P lan focused on the  Route  25A  C orridor Study  from the  Smithtown Town line  to  the  V illage  of P ort
Jefferson

The goal of these land use plans  is  to prevent overdevelopment and promote smart growth princ ipals .

Q uality of Life and Hous ing C ode Enforcement
Supervisor  Romaine  reinforced  his  commitment  to  improve  the  quality  of  life  in  every  community  by  s tric t
enforcement of the Town’s  building, fire and hous ing codes  and ridding neighborhoods  of dangerous  “zombie houses .”
In 2016, the Town:

• Demolished 53  abandoned, unsafe s truc tures
• Boarded up over 400 vacant houses
• C ut lawns  of 173 properties  and provided property maintenance at 255 homes
• C ontinued the fight agains t illegal s tudent hous ing in many communities  inc luding Stony Brook

The Supervisor also repeated his  call for the State of New York to ease the financ ial burden of the Stony Brook and
Setauket fire dis tric ts  for their continued respons ibility of protec ting life and property on the Stony Brook Univers ity
campus .

Waste Management
The  Town’s  Department  of  Waste  Management  has  continued  to  keep  Brookhaven  Town  c lean  and  green  while
examining several new technologies  regarding the handling of garbage inc luding private vendors  who have offered to
take  our was te  and convert  it  into  gas  and/or oil. A s  technologies  improve, the  Town will  continue  to  inves tigate
these new methods  for solid was te disposal and reuse. In 2016, the Department of Waste Management:

• Removed 292 tons  of roads ide litter and 10,686 roads ide s igns;
• Sponsored  12  paper shredding/e-waste  events , collec ting  100,000  lbs . of paper and  600,00  lbs . of elec tronic
was te;
• Recyc led over 28 ,000  tons  of Town generated s ingle-s tream recyc lables; • C ollec ted over 30 ,000  tons  of leaf and
yard was te;
• Es tablished s ingle-s tream recyc ling collec tion programs in seven school dis tric ts ; and
• Entered into s ingle-s tream recyc ling Inter-munic ipal agreements  with three Towns  and five villages .

The Supervisor s tated, “A s  the landfill  approaches  its  end of useful  life, it  is  c lear that Long Is land needs  regional
solutions  to its  was te management problem. This  can be accomplished through inter-munic ipal agreements , public -
private partnerships , innovative technology such as  anaerobic  diges tion, c reation of a regional ashfill for Long Is land,
and address ing off-Is land transportation.”

The Environment
A s  Long  Is land’s  leader  in  protec ting  the  environment,  Supervisor  Romaine  said  the  Town  will  s trengthen  its
commitment to protec t and preserve “what is  left” for future generations  by:

• Strengthening planning, zoning and building codes;
• Better protec ting coas tal marshes , res tore wetlands  and res tric t res idential  and commerc ial development in flood
zones; and
• C utting the Town’s  greenhouse gas  emiss ion by 50%  by the year 2020  to address  the is sues  of c limate change,
ris ing sea level, and carbon pollution.



The Town has also:
• Es tablished a  fuel  effic iency  s tandard of 33MPG  for its  vehic les  and continues  to  replace  aging cars  with hybrid
models ;
• Deployed seven hybrid Ford Fus ions  with s ix additional coming in the near future;
• P lanned to ins tall elec tric  vehic le charging s tations  at Town Hall;
• Reduced its  vehic le emiss ions  by more than 15% over 2005 levels ;
• Upgraded to energy effic ient, cos t-saving lighting at many Town fac ilities  with more to come in the future;
• Replaced thousands  of ineffic ient s treet lights , parks  and ballfield lights  with energy effic ient LED  lights , lowering
energy cos ts  and reduc ing our carbon footprint;
• Ins tituted wind, solar, and geothermal codes;
• Revised our solar code to prevent the c lear cutting of trees  for so called “solar farms;” and
• C ommitted to planting 10,000  new trees  by 2020. Las t year the Town dis tributed and planted nearly 2 ,000  trees
and this  year, we intend to dis tribute and plant another 2 ,000 trees .

Stress ing the importance of our aquifers  and waterways , Supervisor Romaine outlined the Town’s  efforts  to keep them
c lean by:

• C ontinuing the Town’s  mariculture programs to seed our waterways  with oys ters  and hard shell c lams;
• P lanting eelgrass  to s trengthen the ecosys tem in Bellport Bay and Moriches  Bay;
• Enforc ing its  N itrogen P rotec tion Zone that applies  to new cons truc tion within 500 feet of a body of water;
• Encouraging the res idential ins tallation of de-nitrification sys tems and
• P romoting a  policy  of groundwater recharge  for our sewage treatment plants  at a  level  of treatment that ac tually
results  in discharge that is  c leaner than our exis ting groundwater in our shallow aquifer.

Public Transportation
Supervisor Romaine s tressed the need for a better, more effic ient mass  transportation sys tem that is  based on 21s t
century technology and coordinated train and bus  routes . He also repeated his  call to extend the elec trified rail lines
to  better accommodate  eas tern Long Is land  riders . He  said, “I t’s  time  for our State  and  Federal  Governments  to
inves t in our infras truc ture to make us  more competitive and produc tive.”

Heroin Epidemic
The  problem of drug  abuse  is  at  epidemic  levels  on  Long  Is land  and  Supervisor  Romaine  said  that  all  levels  of
government need to broaden our response. He s tated that the Town is  ready to work  with the State  and C ounty  to
take  on this  growing healthcare  c ris is . O n the  enforcement s ide, the  Town Building Inspec tors , Law Inves tigators ,
Fire  Marshals  and Department  of P ublic  Safety  are  ac tively  working with the  Suffolk  C ounty  P olice  Department  to
shut down some of the drug houses  that plague our communities .

State and Global Issues
Supervisor Romaine s tated his  commitment to work with all levels  of government to help c reate a better future for all
people. He mentioned his  support for various  C ounty, State and Federal government programs  that he would like to
see continued. These inc lude environmental and infras truc ture improvement programs  and those that help people in
communities  of low to moderate income as  well as  those who are disabled/handicapped.

In c los ing, Supervisor Romaine  praised the  Town O ffic ials  and employees  who continue  to  work  as  a  team for the
betterment  of the  Town. He  said, “The  accomplishments  we  have  achieved  are  a  direc t  result  of our coordinated
efforts  and working together for the same goal, to Move Brookhaven Forward.”

To watch Supervisor Romaine’s  State of the Town address , c lick here .
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